
LKS2   
Milestone 2  

Cycle A   
2022-2023  

Autumn   Spring   Summer   

Breadth Earthquakes and volcanoes Water cycle 
 

Transport and trade 

Knowledge 
categories 

  

 

Threshold 
concept  

By the end of this unit, children will have good 
knowledge and understanding of how earthquakes 
and volcanoes are formed, where they tend to form 
and how they affect the environment and people. 
Children should be using appropriate vocabulary as 
part of their work, though this may still continue to be 
with support. 

By the end of this unit, children should have a 
good understanding of the basics of the water 
cycle as well as knowledge of some of the world’s 
major rivers. 

By the end of this unit, children will have 
good knowledge and understanding of 
which foods come from which countries 
and the climates that are required to allow 
food growth. Children will also have an 
understanding about the distribution of 
food and, in simple terms, the ethics 
surrounding this. 

NC link Human and physical geography  
Describe and understand key aspects of:  
Physical geography, including climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes, and the water cycle 

Human and physical geography  
Describe and understand key aspects of:  
Physical geography, including climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 
 

Human and physical geography  
Describe and understand key aspects of:  
human geography, including types of 
settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water 

Milestone 2 
(Knowledge)  

• Identify the key physical and human features of a 
location.  

• Name and locate the countries of Europe 
and identify their main physical and 
human characteristics. 

• Name and locate the Equator, 

 • Ask and answer geographical questions about 

the physical and human characteristics of a 

location. 

• Use a range of resources to identify the 

key physical and human features of a location.  

• Name and locate counties and cities of the 

• Ask and answer geographical questions 
about the physical and human 
characteristics of a location. 

• Explain own views about locations, giving 
reasons. 

• Use fieldwork to observe and record the 



Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle and date time zones. Describe some 
of the characteristics of these geographical areas. 

• Describe geographical similarities and 
differences between countries. 

• Describe key aspects of:  

physical geography, including rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes and the water cycle. 

 

 

 

 

United Kingdom, geographical regions and 

their identifying human and physical 

characteristics, including hills, mountains, cities, 

rivers, key topographical features and land-use 

patterns; and understand how some of these 

aspects have changed over time. 

• Describe key aspects of: 

Physical geography, including rivers, mountains, 

volcanoes and earthquakes and the water cycle.  

 

human and physical features in the local 
area using a range of methods including 
sketch maps, plans and graphs and digital 
technologies. 

• Use a range of resources to identify the 
key physical and human features of a 
location.  

• Name and locate the countries of Europe 
and identify their main physical and 
human characteristics. 

• Describe geographical similarities and 
differences between countries. 

Skills  • Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features.  
• Name and locate the Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle and 
date time zones. Describe some of the characteristics 
of these geographical areas.  
• Describe geographical similarities and differences 
between countries.  
• Describe key aspects of physical geography, 
including rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes and the water cycle.  
• Use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid 
references, symbols and key to communicate 
knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 
world. 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features.  
• Use fieldwork to observe and record the human 
and physical features in the local area using a 
range of methods including sketch maps, plans 
and graphs and digital technologies.  
• Name and locate counties and cities of the 
United Kingdom, geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical characteristics, 
including hills, mountains, cities, rivers, key 
topographical features and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have 
changed over time.  
• Describe key aspects of physical geography, 
including rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes and the water cycle.  

• Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features.  
• Name and locate the countries of Europe 
and identify their main physical and human 
characteristics.  
• Describe geographical similarities and 
differences between countries.  
• Describe key aspects of human 
geography, including settlements and land 
use. 



Key 
vocabulary  

Earthquakes: shaking of the ground caused by 
movement of the Earth’s crust 
 
Volcanoes: mountains from which lava, gas, steam 
and ash from inside the Earth sometimes burst 
 
Erupt: to start suddenly or violently with great force 
 
Dormant: not active, but capable of becoming active 
in the future 
 
Collision: when one moving object hits another 
 
Tsunami: large wave caused by an earthquake 

Precipitation: Precipitation is any liquid or frozen 
water that forms in the atmosphere and falls to the 
Earth 
 
Evaporation: Evaporation is the process by which 
a liquid turns into a gas 
 
Condensation: Condensation is the process where 
water vapor becomes liquid 
 
Runoff: Runoff occurs when there is more water 
than land can absorb. 

Congestion: extremely crowded with traffic 
 
Pollution: poisonous or dirty substance 
 
Vulnerable: at risk of being hurt 
 
Bridleway: a countryside track for horses 
 
Cargo: goods carried by a vehicle 
 
Import: buying goods from another country 
 
Export: selling goods to another country 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



LKS2   
Milestone 2  

Cycle B   
2021-2022  

Autumn   Spring   Summer   

Breadth UK – Shropshire (River Severn link)  
(Using maps – four-figure grid references) 

Erosion and deposition 

Weathering and mountains 

Study of an area in Europe 

Knowledge 
categories 

   

Threshold 
concept  

This unit consolidates a range of geographical 
knowledge acquired in KS2. By the end of this unit, 
children will have good knowledge and understanding 
that the Earth is the planet on which we live. Children 
will learn how the prime meridian relates to the 
international date line. 

By the end of this unit, children will have a good 
knowledge and understanding of how mountains 
are formed. They will be able to name well-known 
international mountain ranges as well as those in 
the UK. Their understanding of how erosion impacts 
the shape of mountains will develop too. 

By the end of this unit, children will have 
a good knowledge and understanding of 
Europe, its countries and the locations of 
these. Children will be able to compare 
some European countries based on 
landscape, climate and population. 

NC link Locational knowledge  
Name and locate counties and cities of the United 
Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have 
changed over time  
 
Identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 
Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 
 
Human and physical geography  

Geographical skills and fieldwork  
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied. 
 
Use the four-figure grid references, symbols and 
key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to 
build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and 
the wider world 

Locational knowledge 
Locate the world’s countries, using maps 
to focus on Europe (including the 
location of Russia) and North and South 
America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and 
major cities 
 
Place knowledge  
Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human 
and physical geography of a region of 
the United Kingdom, a region in a 
European country, and a region within 
North or South America 



Describe and understand key aspects of:  
Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes, and the water cycle  
 
Human geography, including: types of settlement and 
land use, economic activity including trade links, and 
the distribution of natural resources including energy, 
food, minerals and water 
 
Geographical skills and fieldwork  
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied 
 
Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols and key (including the use 
of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of 
the United Kingdom and the wider world  
 
Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and 
present the human and physical features in the local 
area using a range of methods, including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

Milestone 2 
(Knowledge)  

 • To know the countries in the UK.  

• To compare different regions, cities and towns 

based on physical and human features. 

 • To understand physical features which encourage 

tourism in the UK.  

• To use atlases with increasing confidence.  

• To understand where we live in relation to the rest of 

the country. 

 • human geography, including settlements and land 
use. 

• Use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid 
references, symbols and key to 
communicate knowledge of the United Kingdom and 
the wider world. 

 

• Ask and answer geographical questions 
about the physical and human 
characteristics of a location. 

• Explain own views about locations, 
giving reasons. 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features. 

• Use a range of resources to identify the 
key physical and human features of a 



 

 
 

 

location.   

• Name and locate the countries of 
Europe and identify their main physical 
and human characteristics. 

 

 

Skills  • Use fieldwork to observe and record the human and 
physical features in the local area using a range of 
methods including sketch maps, plans and graphs 
and digital technologies. 
 • Name and locate counties and cities of the United 
Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics, including hills, 
mountains, cities, rivers, key topographical features 
and land-use patterns; and understand how some of 
these aspects have changed over time.  
• Describe how the locality of the school has changed 
over time.  
• Describe key aspects of human geography, 
including settlements and land use. 
 

• Name and locate some of the countries and cities 
of the world and their identifying human and 
physical characteristics, including hills, mountains, 
rivers, key topographical features and land-use 
patterns; and understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over time.  
• Identify and describe the geographical significance 
of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, 
and time zones (including day and night).  
• Describe and understand key aspects of physical 
geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes and the water cycle.  
• Create maps of locations identifying patterns (such 
as: land use, climate zones, population densities, 
height of land). 

• Ask and answer geographical questions 
about the physical and human 
characteristics of a location.  
• Explain own views about locations, 
giving reasons.  
• Name and locate the countries of 
Europe and identify their main physical 
and human characteristics.  
• Describe geographical similarities and 
differences between countries.  
• Describe key aspects of human 
geography, including settlements and 
land use. 

Key 
vocabulary  

Longitude: The measurement east or west of the 

prime meridian 

 

Latitude: The measurement of distance north or south 

of the Equator. 

 

North East: A region that is made up of three major 

Location: The place where a particular point or 
object exists 
Climate: The long-term pattern of weather in a 
particular area 
 
Terrain: The term for an area of land. 
 
Erosion: The geological process in which earthen 
materials are worn away and transported by natural 
forces such as wind or water. 

Landmass: a large continuous area of 
land, as opposed to seas or islands 
 
Population: all the people that live in the 
country or area 
 
City-state: a country that is made up 
entirely of one city 
 
Enclave: a country entirely surrounded 



conurbations - Teeside, Wearside, and Tyneside. 

 

North West: One of nine official regions of 

England and consists of the counties of Cheshire, 

Cumbria, Greater Manchester, Lancashire and 

Merseyside. 

 

Midlands: The Midlands is the central part of England 

 

South East: Consists of the counties of 

Buckinghamshire, East Sussex, Hampshire, the Isle 

of Wight, Kent, Oxfordshire, Berkshire, Surrey and 

West Sussex. 

 

South West: Made up of the counties of Cornwall, 

Devon, Dorset, Somerset, Wiltshire and 

Gloucestershire 

 

Harbour: A body of water sheltered by natural or 

artificial barriers. 

 

Port: A landing place for ships on a coast, river, or 

lake. 

 
Deposition: The laying down of sediment carried by 
wind, flowing water, the sea or ice. 
 
Weathering: The breaking down or dissolving of 
rocks and minerals on the surface of the Earth. 

by another country 
 
Inhabitants: people who live in a place 

 


