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Bicton C. E. Primary School 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACCESSIBILITY PLAN  
2017-2020 

 
 

This Accessibility Plan was developed to comply with the school’s statutory obligations with regard 
to the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Act 2001.  In the act, disability is defined as a 
‘physical or mental condition which affects the ability to carry out normal day to day activities and is 
substantial, adverse and long term.’  This includes physical disability, sensory impairment or 
learning difficulties. Pupils may have a disability, sensory impairment or learning difficulties. Pupils 
may have a disability, SEN or both. 
 
As a school, we have two key duties to ensure that we do not discriminate against disabled pupils. 
They are: 

 Not to treat disabled pupils less favourably 

 To make reasonable adjustments to avoid putting disabled pupils at a substantial 
disadvantage. 

 
The aim of this Plan is to provide, over time, a fully accessible environment which values and 
includes all pupils, staff, parents and visitors regardless of their education, physical, sensory, 
social, spiritual, emotional and cultural needs.  We are committed to challenging negative attitudes 
about disability and accessibility and to developing a culture of awareness, tolerance and 
inclusion. 
 
The Accessibility Plan will contain relevant actions to: 

 
 Improve access to the physical environment of the school, adding specialist facilities as 

necessary. This covers improvements to the physical environment of the school and 
physical aids to access education. 
 

 Increase access to the curriculum for pupils with a disability, expanding the curriculum as 
necessary to ensure that pupils with a disability are as equally prepared for life as are the 
able-bodied pupils.  This covers teaching and learning and the wider curriculum of the 
school such as participation in after-school clubs, leisure and cultural activities or school 
visits. It also covers the provision of specialist aids and equipment, which may assist 

these pupils in accessing the curriculum.   
 

 Improve the delivery of written information to pupils, staff, parents and visitors with 
disabilities. Examples might include handouts, timetables, textbooks and information about 
the school and school events. The information should be made available in various 
preferred formats within a reasonable time frame.  

 
Our objectives are detailed in the Action Plan.   
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We aim to ask about any disability or health condition in early communications with new parents 
and carers. For parents and carers of children already at the school, we collect information on 
disability and/or health conditions as part of current good practice during the school year.  
 
Physical Environment 

Disabled pupils participate in extra-curricular activities. Some aspects of extracurricular activities 
present particular challenges, for example: lunch and break times for pupils with social/interaction 
impairments, after-school clubs for pupils with physical impairments, school trips for pupils with 
medical needs.  There are no parts of the school to which disabled pupils have limited or no 
access. 
 
Curriculum 
There are areas of the curriculum to which disabled pupils may have limited or no access. Some 
areas of the curriculum present particular challenges, for example: PE for pupils with a physical 
impairment, science and technology for pupils with a visual impairment. 
 
Information 

Different forms of communication are made available to enable all disabled pupils to express their 
views and to hear the views of others. Access to information is considered, with a range of 
different formats available for disabled pupils, parents or staff.  
 
Access Audit 
The school is a single storey building with wide corridors and several access points from outside. 
On-site car parking for staff and visitor includes several dedicated disabled parking bays. All 
entrances to the school are either flat or ramped and all have wide doors fitted.  
 
The main entrance features a secure lobby and has been fitted with a low reception hatch, this 
being fully accessible to wheelchair users. There are disabled toilet facilities available, one in the 
corridor and the other by the main reception. 
 
The school has internal emergency signage and escape routes are clearly marked. 
 
Management, coordination and implementation 

 We will consult with experts when new situations regarding pupils with disabilities are 
experienced. 

 The Governors and Senior Leadership Team will work closely with the Local Authority and 
Diocese. 
 

This policy was reviewed and updated in January 2017. 
 

Signed   Head teacher  
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ACTION PLAN 
 

Improving Access to the Physical Environment of the School 
 

Target Strategies and 
Personnel 
Involved 

Desired Outcomes Timescale 

Audit internal and external 
environment.   
 
Identify barriers to 
accessibility 

Health and Safety 
staff and governors 

Pupils/staff/visitors with 
wheelchairs or a disability are 
able to access internal and 
external parts of the building. 
 

Ongoing 

Ensure doors, paths, 
kerbs, entrance lobby, 
parking and toilet facilities 
are safe and easily 
accessible for all. 
 
Handles need to be free-
moving on all doors. 
 
Fire doors to be kept free 
of any obstacles 

Health and Safety 
staff and governors 
 
All staff and pupils 
involved  

All outdoor areas are safe and 
accessible including access to 
the Forest School area. 
 
Wheelchair users have 
complete access internally and 
externally. 

Access to 
Forest School 
site to be 
cleared for 
Summer term 
2017. 

 
 

Increasing Access for Disabled Pupils to the School Curriculum 
 

Target Strategies Outcome  Timescale 

Provide staff training to 
improve awareness of 
specific learning needs 
and use of software and 
resources  

Undertake an audit 
of staff training 
requirements 
 
LSAT involvement 
 
Share good practice  

Staff are aware of strategies 
and resources that will have an 
impact.   The use of other 
professional partners has been 
made available. 

Ongoing 

All curriculum and out-of-
school activities are 
planned to ensure the 
participation of the whole 
range of pupils 

Review the specific 
needs for pupils 
living with a 
disability. Review all 
out-of-school 
provision. 

School demonstrates that 
opportunities are provided for 
all through the curriculum and 
extended schools e.g. 
evidence in displays, club 
registers, pupil outcomes. 

Summer term 
2017 

Training for Awareness  
 
Raising of Disability Issues 

Provide training for 
governors, staff, 
pupils and parents 

Discuss perception 
of issues with staff 
to determine the 
current status of 
school 
 

Whole school community 
aware of issues relating to 
Access 

Ongoing 
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Improving the Delivery of Written Information  
 

Target Strategies Outcome  Timescale 

Provide staff training to 
improve awareness of 
specific learning needs 
and use of software and 
resources  

Undertake an audit 
of staff training 
requirements 
 
LSAT involvement 
 
Share good practice  

Staff are aware of strategies 
and resources that will have an 
impact.   The use of other 
professional partners has been 
made available. 

Ongoing 

All curriculum and out-of-
school activities are 
planned to ensure the 
participation of the whole 
range of pupils 

Review the specific 
needs for pupils 
living with a 
disability. Review all 
out-of-school 
provision. 

School demonstrates that 
opportunities are provided for 
all through the curriculum and 
extended schools e.g. 
evidence in displays, club 
registers, pupil outcomes. 

Summer term 
2017 

Training for Awareness  
 
Raising of Disability Issues 

Provide training for 
governors, staff, 
pupils and parents 

Discuss perception 
of issues with staff 
to determine the 
current status of 
school 
 

Whole school community 
aware of issues relating to 
Access 

Ongoing 

Availability of written 
material in alternative 
formats 

Explore services 
available through 
the LA for 
converting written 
information into 
alternative formats 
 

School will be able to provide 
written information in different 
formats when required for 
individual purposes 

Ongoing  

Make available school 
brochures, school 
newsletters and other 
information for parents in 
alternative formats 
 

Review all current 
school publications 
and promote the 
availability in 
different formats for 
those that require it 
 

All school information available 
for all 

Summer term 
2017 

 


